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taken of the necessity of saying the life of his men,
to say nothing of his own. The method of Socica
in attacking those towers, which were of stone, "with-
out any artillery, was to construct a wooden tower
on wheels, strong enough to resist rifle balls, and
which, moved by the men inside, approached the
fortress, till actually in contact, when a mine was
put under the wall and the garrison was summoned
to surrender.

Our Albanian captain preferred the climate of
Cettinje to that of Podgoritza, and there I made his
acquaintance. He had not received a penny of his
pay for forty months, and was in rags and shoeless
in the depth of winter, when I knew him. I bought
him some shoes and second-hand clothes, and inter-
ested the Prince in his case, so that finally he was
given a place on the staff and regular pay. The
gratitude of the poor fellow was embarrassing. He
begged me to take him as a body servant, declaring
himself ready to go with me to the world's end, and
I could hardly make him understand that a servant
would be a burden to me which I could not afford.
He said to one of the Montenegrin officers, " When
I say my prayers for myself I always ask God to be
good to that English gentleman/' As with most
of the men of his race whom I have made the ac-
quaintance of, his native faculties were of a high
order. The Albanians are quick, ingenious, and
industrious, and are the best workmen in the finer
industrial arts of the Balkans, gold and silver work-
ers of remarkable skill, dividing the blacksmithing